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INVESTIGATIVE SUMMARY 
DEPUTY-INVOLVED-HIT SHOOTING 
IAB SH2201446 

URN 007-09590-0271-013 


On Monday, August 13, 2007, Sergeants Mike Berg, Clay Anderson, and Stefanie 
Fredericks of the Internal Affairs Bureau responded to the 1500 block of North Herbert 
Avenue, Los Angeles, regarding Deputies Ricardo Pedroza and Luis Aiva’s on-duty 
Deputy involved hit shooting. 


On Monday, August 13, 2007, at approximately 2359 hours, Deputies Ricardo Pedroza 
and Luis Alva were working overtime in Unit 26A PM shift. Deputy Pedroza was the 
driver and Deputy Alva was the bookman. They were driving an unmarked Sheriff's 
Crown Victoria which was equipped with a solid red light in the upper middle portion of 
the front windshield, with spotlights on the front driver and passenger's side doors, red 
and yellow lights in the rear window area, and a siren. Their primary function was to 
conduct directed patrol, make observation arrests, and focus on gang members. 


The Deputies drove west on Whiteside Street, approaching the intersection of 
Whiteside Street and Herbert Avenue. The Deputies saw Suspect Peter Rodriguez 
spray painting graffiti on a fence along the east sidewalk of Herbert Avenue. The 
Deputies saw Suspect Rodriguez holding a spray can in his right hand. The Deputies 
positioned their vehicle in the north lanes of Herbert Avenue, facing Southeast, and 
activated their emergency lights to confront Suspect Rodriguez. Deputy Pedroza 
ordered Suspect Rodriguez several times to drop the spray can. Suspect Rodriguez 
finally tossed the spray can in the direction of North Herbert Avenue, a few feet in front 
of the Deputy Sheriff's vehicle. 


Suspect Rodriguez then reached into his waistband with his rignt hand and retrieved a 
handgun. Deputy Pedroza ordered Suspect Rodriguez several times to drop the 
weapon. Suspect Rodriguez ignored the commands and pointed the handgun at the 
Deputies. The Deputies heard Suspect Rodriguez fire a round from his handgun. The 
Deputies, fearing for their lives, returned gunfire from their duty weapons, striking 
Suspect Rodriguez multiple times. 


Los Angles County Fire Engine #1 and Squad # 3, under the command of Captain 
Murro, responded to the scene and treated Suspect Rodriguez for his injuries. Suspect 
Rodriguez was transferred by Care Ambulance #12 to County U.S.C. Medical Center. 
Suspect Rodriguez was listed as death imminent. On Tuesday, August 14, 2007 at 
1657 hours, Suspect Rodriguez was pronounced dead by Doctor Lydia. 
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IAB Acting Lieutenant Mike Berg checked to see that the Watch Commander, 
Lieutenant Joe Badali, took reasonable steps to ensure that the involved and witness 
personnel did not discuss the incident among themselves or with uninvolved persons 
prior to being interviewed by the assigned investigators, and that the involved and 
witness personnel did not collectively consult with their attorney or representative. In 
addition, [AB Acting Lieutenant Mike Berg checked to see if Lieutenant Joe Badali 
attempted to have involved and witness personnel gather in the company of a 
supervisor until they had provided a statement to the assigned investigators. 


INVOLVED PERSONNEL: 


Deputy Ricardo Pedroza P| 


Field Operations | 
East Los Angeles Station 


Employee Work History: 


Date of Employment 

Date Assigned to Patrol 
Completed Patro! Training 
Prior Shooting Incident(s} 
Prior Founded Force Incidents 


Deputy Luis Alva 
Field Operations | 
East Los Angeles Station 


Employee Work History: 


Date of Employment 

Date Assigned to Patrol 
Completed Patrol Training 
Prior Shooting Incident(s) 
Prior Founded Force Incidents 
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02/1995 


12/1996 


SH 2201446 


SUSPECT: 
Peter Rodriguez Jr. Male Hispanic 23 10/07/1983 
Criminal background: A check of the CCHRS (Consolidated Criminal History Reportin 
System) revealed that Suspect Rodriquez had been 
(CH Refer to 
the CCHRS and RAPS printouts included under Exhibit A, pages 49-63. 
WITNESSES: 
Sworn: 
None 


Civilian: 


INJURIES: 
Suspect: 


Suspect Peter Rodriguez suffered fifteen (15) gunshot wounds to his body. The 
potential fatal rounds were the right chest, upper portion of the buttocks, left hip, left 
thigh, left leg, and the left portion of the head. Refer to Homicide Book, Exhibit A, 
page 35 and for ihe complete Autopsy report pages 65-112. 


Deputy: 

Deputy Pedroza sustained minor abrasions on his forehead, nose and left cheek. The 
abrasions may have been caused from the shattered rear window glass or from 
fragmented pieces from the door panel. Deputy Pedroza did not require medical 


attention. 


Deputy Alva fell on the ground after exiting his vehicle. Deputy Alva sustained a minor 
abrasion on his right knee. Deputy Alva did not require medical attention. 
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Civilian: 
No Civilians were injured. 
PHYSICAL EVIDENCE: 


The Crime Lab report is located inside the Homicide Book, Exhibit A, pages 36-38, 
also located on the pages is the Physical Evidence gathered at the crime scene and 
processed by the Sheriff's Crime Lab. The crime scene sketch is located in Exhibit C. 
And photographs of the scene are located in Exhibit B. 


HOMICIDE INVESTIGATORS OBSERVATIONS: 


The physical evidence at the shooting scene, location of the vehicle, and expended 
rounds appear to be consistent with the Deputies’ versions of the event. Refer to 
Homicide Book, Exhibit A, pages 1-28 for the first report and supplemental report of 
the incident. Also, refer to Homicide Book, Exhibit A, pages 29-35 for Homicide 
Investigators’ report. 


WEAPONS USED BY DEPUTY PERSONNEL: 
Deputy Ricardo Pedroza 


Firearm: Beretta 92F, 9mm Luger Caliber, serial HB tcc: (15) rounds of duty 
issued 9mm ammunition were fired. Pedroza carried his weapon with fifteen (15) 
rounds in the magazine and one (1) in the chamber. Following the shooting, he had 
reloaded his Beretta. Pedroza’s new magazine had fifteen (15) rounds and one (1) in 
the chamber. Pedroza’s expended magazine had no rounds (0) in the magazine. 
Refer to the Crime Lab examination of Pedroza’s weapon inside Exhibit A, from inside 
the Homicide Book, lab receipt J903021, pages 39-48. 


Deputy Luis Alva 


Firearm: Beretta 92F, 9mm Luger Caliber, serial pjd å ë BA (5) rounds of 
duty issued 9mm ammunition were fired. Alva carried his weapon with fifteen (15) 
rounds in the magazine and one (1) round in the chamber. Following the shooting, he 
had ten(10) rounds in the magazine and one (1) round in the chamber. Refer to the 
Crime Lab examination of Alva’s weapon Exhibit A, from Homicide Book, lab receipt 
#3903022, pages 39-48. 
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WEAPONS USED BY SUSPECT: 
Suspect Peter Rodriguez 
Firearm: Davis P-380, .380 automatic caliber, the serial number was obliterated. One 


(1) casing was located in front -< R The pistol had one (1) round in 


the chamber and four (4) rounds inside the magazine. Refer to Homicide Book, Exhibit 
A, pages 38-48. 


PROPERTY DAMAGE: 

Deputies Pedroza and Alva’s Sheriff vehicle’s rear window was shattered by a bullet or 
bullets; one bullet perforated the Deputies’ driver's door panel. One bullet perforated 
the fence along the property line i <<: bullets grazed 
the same fence, and one bullet hole perforated the left front quarter panel of a Nissan 
sedan which was parked in the driveway aero Refer to 
Exhibit A, inside Homicide Book, page 37 for the supplemental report. 

CRIMINAL INVESTIGATORS and CHARGES FILED: 

Suspect Peter Rodriguez 

Deceased 

LIGHTING OR WEATHER CONDITIONS: 


The Deputies’ vehicle front headlamps illuminated the scene. The sky was clear and 
the temperature was approximately 65 degrees. 


INVOLVED EMPLOYEES’ STATEMENTS: 


Deputies Ricardo Pedroza and Luis Alva were interviewed by Homicide Investigators 
Detectives Philip Guzman and Boyd Zumwalt on Tuesday, August 14, 2007. Refer to 
Exhibit A, inside Homicide Book, pages 31-33, for a summary of the interviews. The 
following summaries are from Sheriffs Homicide Investigators interview and from An 
Internal Affairs Bureau interview conducted by Sergeants Tim Carr and Owen Tong. 
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Deputy Ricardo Pedroza 


On Monday, August 13, 2007, Deputy Ricardo Pedroza was the driver of Unit 26A and 
Deputy Luis Alva was the bookman. As the Deputies were traveling west on Whiteside 
Street, approaching the intersection of Whiteside Street and Herbert Avenue, Deputy 
Pedroza looked south and saw Suspect Rodriguez spray painting graffiti on a fence 
along the east sidewalk of Herbert Avenue. Deputy Pedroza alerted Deputy Alva about 
the graffiting. Deputy Pedroza was surprised that Suspect Rodriguez was graffiting a 
fence in a very visible area. 


The Deputies saw Suspect Rodriguez holding a spray can in his right hand. Deputy 
Pedroza positioned his vehicle across the north lanes of Herbert Avenue, facing 
southeast, and activated the emergency lights to confront Suspect Rodriguez. Deputy 
Pedroza believed his vehicle's position would ensure a better approach and allow him 
and Deputy Alva to be closer to Suspect Rodriguez in case he (Rodriguez) ran away. 
As Deputy Pedroza was driving toward Suspect Rodriguez, he removed his duty 
weapon with his right hand and placed it between his legs. Deputy Pedroza stopped 
his vehicle approximaiely ten to fourteen feet away from Suspect Rodriguez, Deputy 
Pedroza remembered hearing in the news media that suspects graffiting had shot at 
citizens. 


Deputy Pedroza yelled out through his open driver’s side window, “Sheriff's 
Deparment, let me see your hands!” Suspect Rodriguez turned very slowly, slightly to 
his left, toward the Deputies’ vehicle, still holding the spray can in his right hand and 
nothing in his left hand. Deputy Pedroza ordered Suspect Rodriguez between fifteen 
and twenty times to drop the spray can and show his hands, but he ignored the 
commands. Deputy Pedroza said Suspect Rodriguez’ slow movements were a red flag 
type of warning to him. 


Deputy Pedroza remained in his vehicle, and ordered him again to drop the spray can. 
Suspect Rodriguez threw the spray can approximately two to three feet to the north in 
front of him. The left side of Suspect Rodriguez’ front torso faced Deputy Pedroza as he 
heard the spray can hit the ground. As Suspect Rodriguez looked at Deputy Pedroza, 
his eyes appeared to be glazed over. Deputy Pedroza believed he was under the 
influence of a drug or possibly had a mental condition. 


Deputy Pedroza opened his driver’s door slightly and continued to yell at Suspect 
Rodriguez to show his hands. Suspect Rodriguez lifted the bottom of his shirt slightly 
with his left hand and reached into his waistband with his right hand, retrieving a black 
handgun. As Deputy Pedroza saw the gun, he began pointing his duty weapon at 
Suspect Rodriguez. Suspect Rodriguez pointed the black handgun at Deputy Pedroza. 
Deputy Pedroza continued to yell very loudly at Suspect Rodriguez to drop ihe 
handgun, but he would not comply. Deputy Pedroza leaned forward toward the 
steering wheel to make himself a smaller target. 
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Deputy Pedroza heard one loud pop and saw the muzzie flash of Suspect Rodriguez’ 
handgun. Deputy Pedroza thought Suspect Rodriguez was trying to kill him. Deputy 
Pedroza, fearing for his life, fired his duty weapon with his right hand at Suspect 
Rodriguez. Deputy Pedroza’s handgun was in between the driver's door and vehicle 
frame. Deputy Pedroza fired several rounds at Suspect Rodriguez because 
(Rodriguez) was still pointing his handgun at him and advancing, taking three to four 
steps in Deputy Pedroza’s direction. 


IAB Note: One bullet hole perforated the interior driver’s door panel of the 
Deputies’ vehicle. The bullet traveled from back to front. Refer to 
Homicide book, inside Exhibit A, page 37. 


The following text is from Deputy Pedroza’s Internal Affairs Bureau transcribed 
interview located on page 6. 


| remember shooting at him, but, uhm, he's still standing there, he’s stili holding 
the gun. It’s the first shooting I’ve been involved in and | can tell you, | use a 
nine-millimeter Beretia, it’s nothing like what | imagined in the movies where you 
shoot a guy and he just falls. l'm hitting the guy, he's still standing, he’s still 
holding the gun. | think that I was hitting him because | could hear him grunting, 
but he's not falling, and he’s still holding the gun, and he’s now ~ because of the 
way l'm hitting him, he’s actually kind of almost advancing a couple steps toward 
me. And then at some point | remember just continuing to fire and thinking to 
myself, when is this guy gonna fall. And then finally he does fall. 


Suspect Rodriguez finally fell forward and Deputy Pedroza saw Suspect Rodriguez’ 
handgun fall to the ground. Deputy Pedroza’s backdrop was the white fence and trees 
behind Suspect Rodriguez. Once Suspect Rodriguez fell to the ground, Deputy 
Pedroza lost sight of him, so he backed his vehicle approximately ten to fifteen feet and 
was able to again see Suspect Rodriguez. Deputy Pedroza immediately broadcasted 
over the Sheriff's radio that he and Deputy Alva had been involved in a shooting, and 
requested five additional Sheriffs Units and the Fire Department. 


Deputy Pedroza exited his vehicle and walked to the rear of the vehicle. As Deputy 
Pedroza was walking, he saw Deputy Alva approximately twenty-feet behind their 
vehicle. Deputy Pedroza believed the rear of the vehicle was tactfully the safest place 
to be. Deputy Pedroza knew he fired a lot of rounds, so he reloaded his handgun. As 
Deputy Pedroza exchanged magazines, he saw that the magazine inside his handgun 
was empty. Deputy Pedroza estimated the entire incident lasted approximately one 
minute to one minute and thirty seconds. Deputy Pedroza estimated the shooting 
lasted between ten and fifteen seconds. 
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After additional Deputies arrived, Deputy Pedroza touched his nose and realized it was 
bleeding. Deputy Pedroza said he sustained a minor scratch to his nose. Deputy 
Pedroza believed he might have received the injury from the damaged rear window or 
metal shrapnel from inside his vehicle. 


Refer to Exhibit B for photographs of the scene and Exhibit C for Deputy Pedroza's 
diagram of the scene. 


Deputy Luis Alva 


On Monday, August 13, 2007, Deputy Luis Alva was the bookman of Unit 26A and 
Deputy Ricardo Pedroza was the driver. As the Deputies were traveling west on 
Whiteside Street, approaching the intersection of Whiteside Street and Herbert Avenue, 
Deputy Pedroza alerted Deputy Alva that Suspect Rodriguez was graffiting the fence on 
the east side of Herbert Avenue. The Deputies confronted Suspect Rodriguez 
graffiting the fence while inside their vehicle. 


As Deputy Alva was sitting in the passenger seat, he heard Deputy Pedroza order 
Suspect Rodriguez to show his hands and drop the spray can. Deputy Alva saw 
Suspect Rodriguez holding the spray can in his right hand. Deputy Alva believed 
Suspect Rodriguez was going to run away, so he opened his passenger door very 
quickly in order to detain him. Deputy Alva momentarily took his eyes off of Suspect 
Rodriguez and focused on exiting the vehicle. 


Deputy Alva continued to hear Deputy Pedroza order Suspect Rodriguez several times 
to show his hands and crop the spray can. Deputy Alva also heard the sound of the 
spray can drop on the cement. After exiting the vehicle, Deputy Alva saw Suspect 
Rodriguez holding a handgun in his right hand and then heard a popping sound. As 
Deputy Alva heard the popping noise, he stumbled and fell to the ground, landing on his 
nees. Deputy Alva took cover behind the front passenger side fender and pointed his 
duty weapon at Suspect Rodriguez. Deputy Alva saw Suspect Rodriguez walking 
toward Deputy Pedroza, taking three to four steps as he was firing his weapon. Deputy 
Alva, fearing for his and Deputy Pedroza’s safety, fired several rounds at Suspect 
Rodriguez. During the shooting, Deputy Alva heard the shattering of their vehicle’s rear 
windshield. Deputy Alva saw Suspect Rodriguez fall to the ground and then saw 
Deputy Pedroza put their vehicle in reverse and back up. 


Deputy Alva estimated that he was five to seven feet away from Suspect Rodriguez 
during the shooting. Deputy Alva estimated the shooting lasted between forty-five 
seconds to one minute. Deputy Alva’s backdrop was the chainlink fence with the white 
privacy slats in between the chainlink. Deputy Alva walked to the rear of their vehicle 
and reunited with Deputy Pedroza. Deputy Alva took a deep breath and prepared to 
broadcast over the Sheriff's radio that he and Deputy Pedroza had been involved in a 
shooting. However, Deputy Pedroza initiated the broadcast over Sheriff's radio before 
Deputy Alva, that they had been in a shooting. 
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Deputies Alva and Pedroza checked each other to verify that they were okay. Deputy 
Alva assisted East Los Angeles Deputies and formed an arrest team. Suspect 
Rodriguez was handcuffed by the arrest team and Los Angles County Fire Engine #1 
and Squad # 3, under the command of Captain Murro provided first aid. 


Refer to Exhibit B for photographs of the scene and Exhibit C for Deputy Alva's 
diagram of the scene. 


DEPARTMENT WITNESS STATEMENTS: 

None 

NON-DEPARTMENT WITNESS STATEMENTS: 

Witnesses: 

Sheriff's Homicide Investigators Detectives Guzman and Zumwalt interviewed 

regarding the deputy involved hit shooting. Refer to Exhibit A, 

lomicide Book, pages 30-31 for a summary of the interview. Also East Los Angeles 

Sheriff's Station Deputies spoke to several witnesses that heard gunshots only. Refer 

to Exhibit A, Homicide Book, pages12-14 and 17-18. 

SUSPECT STATEMENTS: 


Suspect Peter Rodriguez (Deceased) 
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May 14, 2008 


Captain James Curtis 

Homicide Bureau 

Los Angeles County Sheriff s Department 
5747 Rickenbacker Road 

Commerce, California 90040 


Re: J.S.1.D. File #: 07-0505 
LA.S.D. File #: 007-09590-0271-013 


Dear Captain Curtis: 


The Justice System Integrity Division of the Los Angeles County District Attorney’s 
Office has completed its review of the August 13, 2007, fatal shooting of Peter Rodriguez 
Jr. by Los Angeles County Sheriff's Deputies Ricardo Pedroza and Luis Alva. We have 
determined that Deputies Pedroza and Alva acted lawfully in self-defense and the defense 
of others, 


The following analysis is based on reports prepared by the Los Angeles County Sheriff's 
Department (LASD) Homicide Bureau, submitted to this office on February 13, 2008, by 
Detectives Boyd Zumwalt and Philip Guzman. No compelled statements were 
considered. The District Attorney Command Center was notified of this shooting at 
12:30 a.m. on August 14, 2007. The District Attorney Response Team, consisting of 
Deputy District Attorney Sean Hassett and District Attorney Senior Investigator 
BE pics to the scene. They were given a briefing of the circumstances 
surrounding the incident and a “walk through” of the scene by Lieutenant Gil Carrillo. 


FACTUAL ANALYSIS 


On August 13, 2007, at approximately 11:59 p.m., Los Angeles County Sheriff's 
Deputies Ricardo Pedroza and Luis Alva were on patrol in full uniform, driving an 
unmarked grey Ford Crown Victoria equipped with spotligits on either side, forward and 
rear facing emergency lights and a siren. Pedroza and Alva were driving westbound on 


Clara Shortridge Foltz Criminal Justice Center 
210 West Temple Street 

Los Angeles, CA 90012-3210 

(213} 974-3888 
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Whiteside Street, turning southbound onto Herbert Avenue when they observed Peter 
Rodriquez Jr. standing on the cast sidewalk spray painting graffiti on a fence. Deputy 
Pedroza stopped the vehicle, activated the red light and ordered Rodriquez to drop the 
can of spray paint. Rodriguez dropped the can and produced a .380 caliber 
semiautomatic handgun from his waistband. Rodriquez fired two rounds at Deputy 
Pedroza. Fearing for their lives, Pedroza and Alva returned fire fatally wounding 
Rodriquez. j 


Just before midnight 2; in his house when he heard the sound 
ofa spray can shaking. Thirty seconds later he heard a car arrive. HB anced 
around, looked out his dining room window and recognized the vehicle as an unmarked 
Sheriff's car. heard a Sheriff’s deputy say, “Drop the can and put your hands 
up.” then heard the deputy say, “Drop it, drop it” followed by, “Whoa! Whoa!” 
heard two gunshots, dropped down and continued looking out his window. 

saw Rodriquez standing behind the fence outside his dining room window in the 
area where he had heard the spray paintin, could only see Rodriquez’s shadow 
and his right arm which was extended. aw two muzzle flashes coming from 
Rodriquez’s hand. ould also see the deputy behind the door of his vehicle. 


After the first two shots heard another group of approximately seven gunshots. 
These shots almost overlapped with the first two shots. B- aa this second set 


of gunshots came from the Sheriff's deputy. ME:n heard the deputy radio for 
backup. 


uu this might have been related to an incident that occurred earlier that 
evening. At approximately 10:00 p.m., a dark colored 1993 Acura Integra parked on the 
cast side of Herbert Avenue facing northbound. | i was looking through his 
dining room window, saw one male get out of the car and stand by the light pole, keeping 
a lookout at the southeast comer of Herbert Avenue and Whiteside Street. Two 
additional males waited in the car while another male began spray painting the center 
section of the fence along the east side of Herbert Avenue. One of| 

confronted them. The lookout took out a gun and fired one round at the| The 
males got back into the Integra and drove away on Herbert Avenue. 


At approximately 12:01 a.m. Deputies Pedroza and Alva made an emergency assistance 
request indicating they had been involved in a shooting with an armed suspect. Deputy 
P. Cruz arrived on scene and saw Rodriquez wearing dark clothing lying on the east side 
of Herbert Avenue. Cruz along with Deputies Min S. Banks formed an 
arrest team and approached Rodriquez. As Cruz approached Rodriquez he observed a 
smail semiautomatic handgun lying on the ground a few feet away from Rodriquez. Cruz 
handcuffed Rodriquez and searched him for additional weapons. 


One Davis .380 Auto caliber model P-380 semiautomatic pistol with an obliterated serial 
number was recovered a few feet away from Rodriquez. The safety was off, one 
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cartridge was in the chamber and four cartridges were in the magazine.' One expended 
-380 caliber cartridge case and one live .380 caliber cartridge were recovered from the 
scene. Four additional .380 caliber cartridges were recovered from Rodriquez’s pants. 


The unmarked patrol vehicle sustained a shattered rear window.” The vehicle also 
sustained bullet damage to the interior of the driver side door Deputy Pedroza was 
bleeding from a scratch on his cheek below his lef eye. Deputy Alva suffered abrasions 
to his right knee and elbow. Deputies Pedroza and Alva declined medical attention, No 
other deputies or persons were injured. 


Deputy Pedroza stated he was driving west on Whiteside Avenue approaching Herbert 
Avenue when he looked to his left and saw Rodriquez on the east sidewalk, with a can of 
spray paint in his right hand, vandalizing a wall. Pedroza turned left, drove south in the 
northbound lanes of Herbert Avenue and stopped the vehicle approximately 12 to 15 feet 
from Rodriquez. Rodriquez, whose back was to them, did not appear to be aware of their 
presence as he continued to spray paint graffiti on the wall. Pedroza announced, Sheriff! 
Drop the spray can!” Rodriquez continued to hold the spray paint can in his right hand. 
Pedroza ordered Rodriguez to, “Let me see your hands.” Rodriquez then dropped the 
spray can and reached for his waistband. Pedroza, fearing that Rodriquez might be going 
for a gun, immediately drew his pistol and began raising it up. Rodriquez removed a gun 
from his waistband and pointed it at Pedroza. Pedroza was still in his vehicle with his left 
foot out of the car when he saw Rodriquez extend the gun towards him. Pedroza heard a 
loud “pop” and realized Rodriquez was shooting at him. Pedroza does not know how 
many times Rodriquez fired at him. Fearing for his safety, Pedroza fired 16 continuous 
rounds at Rodriquez. Pedroza felt as if the shots were having no effect because 
Rodriquez was advancing on him. Rodriquez then fell to the ground and Pedroza lost 
sight of him. Pedroza backed up the vehicle approximately ten feet until he could see 
Rodriquez and initiated a radio call advising Sheriff's Communications Center (SCC) of 
the situation. Pedroza was unaware of where Deputy Alva was at the time of the 
shooting or if he had fired his gun. Afterwards, Pedroza noticed he had blood on his face 
and realized he had scratches on his check below his left eye and on his nose. 


Deputy Alva stated he and Deputy Pedroza observed Rodriquez spray painting a fence on 
the east side of Herbert Avenue. Pedroza stopped their vehicle, activated the forward 
facing red light and ordered Rodriquez to drop the can of spray paint and put his hands in 
the air. As Alva was getting out of the car to detain Rodriquez, he heard Pedroza say, 
“Let me see your hands, let me see your hands!” Alva heard two to three “popping” 
sounds and saw Rodriquez shooting at Pedroza. Alva started to draw his weapon and fell 
to the street, suffering abrasions to his right knee and elbow, and tearing his uniform 
pants. Alva got up and moved toward the front of the car. Alva saw Rodriquez walking 


! The .380 pistol and the five live rounds were processed for prints. No latent prints were developed. 
? The most likely path of the bullet that shattered the rear window was through the open driver’s window 
and door of the vehicle, 


? Deputy Pedroza inadvertently fired one round into the interior of his driver side door. 
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toward the driver side of their car and pointing his gun in the direction of where Alva 
thought Pedroza was positioned. Alva’s attention was focused on Rodriquez and he 
could not see Pedroza. Alva, fearing for Pedroza’s life, fired twice at Rodriquez. 
Rodriquez then fell to the ground. Pedroza radioed SCC and advised them of the 
shooting. Alva and Pedroza held Rodriquez at gunpoint until assisting units arrived. 
Alva never heard Rodriquez say anything during the entire incident. Alva initially 


thought they were witnessing a simple vandalism and Rodriquez was going to run from 
them. 


At approximately 1:00 a.m.. Deputy T. Barnes was at the Command Post when he was ; 

contacted b Id him her Peter Rodriguez was missin; 

and his| was concerned. stated odrian BER 
ito 


contacted her two hours earlier and asked her to look for him. Barnes asked 
have Rodriquez’ AA him. 


At approximately 1:45 a.m., Deputy Barnes received a phone call from! 
a: him heri. eter Rodriguez had been missing for approximately three 
years. She stated she had received a phone call from one of her Bo told 
her Peter was dead. Barnes asked if she called Jang asked her to look for 
Peter. Baid, “No. Why would I call, Peter has been missing for three years?” 


Rodriquez was transported to the County USC Medical Center (USCMC) where he 
underwent surgery for multiple gunshot injuries. Rodriquez was then transferred to the 
intensive care unit. His condition was classified as grave with death being imminent 
Later that day, at 4:57 p.m., he was pronounced dead. An autopsy conducted by the Los 
Angeles County Coroner’s Office confirmed the cause of death to be multiple gunshot 
wounds. 


At approximately 5:45 a.m., Detectives interviewed Rodriquez’ si ot 
USCMC. BB ttc Rodriquez has had mental problems since he was seven years old. 
Rodriquez was diagnosed with schizophrenia at Cedar Sinai Hospital. Rodriquez stopped 
taking medication to control his schizophrenia, because he feared he would be arrested if 
he went to the hospital. Rodriquez would get mad and cut himself as punishment for not 
taking his medication. Rodriquez has attempted suicide on ten or more occasions by 
cutting or hanging himself. ais not know Rodriquez was in the East Los Angeles 
area. Rodriquez’s cated Hen told her Rodriquez had been shot. 


In 1999, Rodriquez had 


where he was 
and a violation 


where he was In 2002, he 
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In 2004, he was 


CONCLUSION 


Pursuant to California law, a person is justified in using deadly force in self-defense 
when that person reasonably believes that he or she is in imminent danger of being killed 
or suffering great bodily injury and that the use of deadly force is necessary to protect 
against that danger. Judicial Council of California Criminal Jury Instructions 
(CALCRIM) 505. People v. Williams, (1977) 75 Cal.App.3d 731. 


The “reasonableness” of a particular use of force must be judged from the perspective of 
a reasonable officer on the scene, rather than with the 20/20 vision of hindsight... The 
calculus of reasonableness must embody allowance for the fact that police are often 
forced to make split-second judgments — in circumstances that are tense, uncertain, and 
rapidly evolving — about the amount of force that is necessary in a particular situation. 
Graham v. Conner, (1989) 490 U.S. 386, 396-397. 


The evidence examined in this investigation indicates that Peter Rodriquez Jr. was spray 
painting graffiti on a wall when Deputies Ricardo Pedroza and Luis Alva drove up in an 
unmarked police vehicle. Rodriguez dropped the can of spray paint he was using and 
produced a .380 semiautomatic handgun from his waistband. Rodriquez fired at Deputy 
Pedroza, shattering the rear window of their vehicle. Fearing for his life, Deputy Pedroza 
returned fire. Deputy Alva, who was in the process of exiting the vehicle to take 
Rodriquez into custody, observed Rodriquez begin to shoot at Deputy Pedroza. Fearing 
for his partner’s life, Deputy Alva fired at Rodriquez. Rodriquez fell to the ground 
fatally wounded. 


